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the Governor of Wilna, whom he ordered to make every possible exertion to collect provisions and ammunition in the last-mentioned town. <( I SHALL HAVE MORE WEIGHT on my throne at the Tuileries than at the head of the army," said he to the few persons who were near him at the moment of his departure; and he was right.
On the following night he had a narrow escape at Ochsmiana. This was a small town, half fortified, and occupied by a body of Konigsberg troops. On the Emperor's arrival a party of Cossacks, who entered the town by surprise, had just been repulsed. It was by a mere chance that the Emperor was not taken.* On his arrival at Wilna, Napoleon stopped a short time to see the Duke of Bassano, for whom he entertained a most sincere friendship and esteem. He asked the Duke some questions respecting the condition of Wilna, then a point of the utmost importance to the army. At Warsaw, where he arrived at one in the afternoon, he would not alight at any private house. He went to the Hdtel d'Angleterre, and immediately sent for M. de Pradt, who had been dispatched to Warsaw to collect information and draw up reports on the state of the country. M. de Pradt remained for some time with the Emperor in a little parlor on the ground floor of the Hotel d'Angleterre, for Napoleon would not allow any other apartment to be prepared for him.f
Nine days after his departure from Smorgony, Napoleon was at Dresden, where he had a short interview with the King of Saxony. From Dresden he proceeded to Erfurth. There he left his sledge, and got into the traveling carriage of M. de Saint Aignan, the Minister from France to the Duke of Weimar, and brother-in-law
* This was a most unpardonable instance of neglect on the part of circumstance of his life." Napoleon nextArch-chancellor. This was fortunate for herself. It savedowd of elegant women who took nart in these brilliant festivitiesatch, compared notes between it and the timepiece, and then said in a voice loud enough to be heard:
